ALCOHOL USE 


MODULE INFORMATION

PURPOSE OF THE MODULE:
To monitor progress towards the Mandatory Guidelines objective "To reduce the percentage of the adult population who drink more than 2 drinks per day by 20% by the year 2010" (MHPSG 1997).


DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  July 26, 2004

MODULE QUESTIONS 
VARIABLE NAME:  al1

QUESTION:
The next questions are about drinking alcohol.  By drink we mean 1 can or bottle of beer, 1 glass of wine, 1 can or bottle of wine cooler, 1 cocktail or 1 shot of liquor.

During the past 12 months, have you had a drink of beer, wine, liquor or any other alcoholic beverage?

Response Options

1 
yes


5  
no


8  
don't know


9  
refused

ANALYSIS ISSUES:  None

COMPARABILITY TO OTHER SURVEYS:

CCHS (2000/01) Cycle 1.1:  AL_Q1 –

During the past 12 months, have you had a drink of beer, wine, liquor or any other alcoholic beverage? CCHS 

 

NPHS (1996/97):  ALC-Q1, ALC6_1 –

During the past 12 months, have you had a drink of beer, wine, liquor or any other alcoholic beverage? 

BRFSS (2002):  None

VALIDITY/RELIABILITY TESTS:  None

COGNITIVE TESTING RESULTS:  None
DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  January 22, 2004

MODULE QUESTIONS 
VARIABLE NAME:  al2 

QUESTION: 

During the past 12 months, how often did you drink alcoholic beverages?


Response Options

1
everyday



2
four to six times a week



3
two to three times a week



4
once a week



5
two to three times a month



6
once a month



7
less than once a month

ANALYSIS ISSUES:

· Only asked of respondents who have had at least one drink of any alcoholic beverage in the past month (al1 =1) 

· Not recommended to use this question, question deleted after wave 2

· Exclude Wave 1 & 2 data

COMPARABILITY TO OTHER SURVEYS:

CCHS (2000/01) Cycle 1.1:  AL_Q2 –

During the past 12 months, how often did %you/he/she% drink alcoholic beverages? 

NPHS (1996/97):  ALC-Q2, ALC6_2 –

During the past 12 months, how often did %you/he/she% drink alcoholic beverages? 

BRFSS (2002):  None

VALIDITY/RELIABILITY TESTS:  None

COGNITIVE TESTING RESULTS:  None
DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  January 22, 2004
MODULE QUESTIONS 
VARIABLE NAME:  al2a

QUESTION: 
al2a:  Do you drink alcohol everyday?


Response Options

1
yes

5
no



8
don’t know



9
refused

ANALYSIS ISSUES:

· Exclude Wave 1 & 2 due to question change- added wave 3

· Calculate appropriate weight, wave 3 onward.

COMPARABILITY TO OTHER SURVEYS:

CCHS (2000/01) Cycle 1.1:  AL_Q2 –

During the past 12 months, how often did %you/he/she% drink alcoholic beverages?


 

NPHS (1996/97):  ALC-Q2, ALC6_2 –

During the past 12 months, how often did %you/he/she% drink alcoholic beverages? 

 

BRFSS (2002):  None

VALIDITY/RELIABILITY TESTS:  None

COGNITIVE TESTING RESULTS:  None
DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  January 22, 2004
MODULE QUESTIONS 
VARIABLE NAME:  al2b 

QUESTION:  How many days a week do you drink alcohol?

 
Response Options

0 less than once a week

1-7 enter # days per week

8
don’t know 

9
refused

 

ANALYSIS ISSUES:

· NOT asked of those that respond al2a = 1 (drink every day) but these need to be recoded into this question response If (al2a =1) al2b = 7 
(note al2a = 1 people who drink every day drink 7 days per week).  
· Only asked of drinkers who have drunk in the last 12 months

· Exclude Wave 1 & 2 due to question change -added wave 3

· Calculate appropriate weight, wave 3 onward.

If all survey respondents are to be considered in al2b rather than only drinkers, then those who responded ‘No’ or ‘Don’t know’ to al1 (non-drinkers) have to be reclassified as drinking less than once a week in al2b. If (al1 = 5 | al1 = 8) al2b = 0 (people who have not drunk alcohol in the past 12 months or who do not know whether they have, drink less than once per week) 

COMPARABILITY TO OTHER SURVEYS:

CCHS (2000/01) Cycle 1.1:  AL_Q2 – 

During the past 12 months, how often did %you/he/she% drink alcoholic beverages?

 

NPHS (1996/97):  ALC-Q2, ALC6_2 –

During the past 12 months, how often did %you/he/she% drink alcoholic beverages? 

 

BRFSS (2002):  #10.1 Pg. 14 –

During the past 30 days, how many days per week or per month did you have at least 1 drink of any alcoholic beverage? 

        
VALIDITY/RELIABILITY TESTS:  None

COGNITIVE TESTING RESULTS:  None
DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  January 22, 2004
MODULE QUESTIONS 
VARIABLE NAME:  al3

QUESTION: 

On the days you had a drink, about how many drinks did you have on average?


Response Options



1-20
number of drinks 



98
don’t know



99
not sure

 

ANALYSIS ISSUES:

· Only asked of respondents who have had an alcoholic beverage in the past 12 months (al1=1) 

· Number of drinks per week is derived from al2b x al3 
see note for al2b - recode from al2a needed for those who drink every day

· Non-drinkers (al1~=1) can be counted as having zero drinks per week.

COMPARABILITY TO OTHER SURVEYS:

CCHS (2000/01) Cycle 1.1:  AL_Q5A –

Starting with yesterday, that is %day name%, how many drinks did you have:

Ask for each of the last 7 days

· Only asked of respondents who have had an alcoholic beverage in the past 12 months (AL_Q1=1) and who have had an alcoholic beverage over the last week (AL_Q5=1)

NPHS (1996/97):  ALC-Q51, ALC6_5A1-ALC6_5A7 –

Starting with yesterday, that is %day name%, how many drinks did you have:

Ask for each of the last 7 days

· Only asked of respondents who have had an alcoholic beverage in the past 12 months (ALC-Q1,ALC6_1=1) and who have had an alcoholic beverage over the last week (ALC-Q5,ALC6_5=1)

 

BRFSS (2002):  #10.2 Pg. 14 –

On days when you drank, about how many drinks did you drink on the average? 

VALIDITY/RELIABILITY TESTS:   None
COGNITIVE TESTING RESULTS:  None
DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  January 22, 2004

MODULE INDICATORS
LOW RISK DRINKING
INDICATOR DESCRIPTION: 

% adults (18+) who are low risk drinkers or non-drinkers of alcohol, i.e. males who drink 14 or fewer drinks per week, women who drink 9 or fewer drinks per week.
INDICATOR OBJECTIVES:

To reduce the percentage of the adult population who drink more then 2 drinks per day by 20% by the year 2010

To reduce the rate of alcohol and other substance-related injuries or deaths by 20% by the year 2010
ANALYSIS CHECK LIST:

· Non-drinkers should be included as low-risk drinkers (al1=5)

· For drinkers (al1=1), the number of drinks per week is derived from al2a or al2b (wave 3 onwards) and al3.

· The cut-off for low risk drinking is different for men (<=14) and women (<=9).  

· Exclude Waves 1 & 2, recalculate weights.
METHOD OF CALCULATION:  

* low risk includes non-drinkers, females who drink <= 9 drinks per week, males who drink <=14 drinks per week.

COMPUTE lowrisk = 9.

EXECUTE.

IF (risk <=9 and rgender = 5) lowrisk = 1.

IF (risk >9 & risk <99 & rgender = 5) lowrisk = 2.

IF (risk <=14 and rgender = 1) lowrisk = 1.

IF (risk >14 & risk <99 and rgender = 1) lowrisk = 2.

EXECUTE.

	# adults (20+) low risk drinkers

	all adults (20+)


CAMH definition of low risk drinking includes adults of legal drinking age only.  Suggest use of 20+ for comparability with other survey results.

DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  July 26, 2004

 

Rapid Risk Factor Surveillance System (RRFSS)


