BEACH SAFETY


MODULE INFORMATION

PURPOSE OF THE MODULE:
To asses the need for a communication strategy around the safety of beach water, and to provide baseline data for any interventions.

To reduce communicable disease transmission from waters used for bathing at public beach (MHPSG, 1997)

DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  February 26, 2003

MODULE QUESTIONS 
VARIABLE NAME:  beach_s1

QUESTION: 

The [fill region] inspects beaches and posts a sign when bacterial levels are unsafe for swimming or other recreational use.

Excluding beaches that have this health warning sign, do you think it is safe to use beaches in [fill region] for swimming or other water sports such as windsurfing and water-skiing?

Response Options
1 yes  

5
no

8 don’t Know

9 refused

ANALYSIS ISSUES:

· For 2001 data, this is a seasonal questions being asked from May to September (this is collected from month, not by wave). 

· For 2002 data, this is a seasonal questions asked by wave.

COMPARABILITY TO OTHER SURVEYS:

CCHS (2000/01) Cycle 1.1:  None 

NPHS (1996/97):  None

BRFSS (2002):  None

VALIDITY/RELIABILITY TESTS:  None

COGNITIVE TESTING RESULTS:  None
DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  October 23, 2002.
MODULE INDICATORS 

PERCEPTION OF BEACH SAFETY 
INDICATOR DESCRIPTION: 

% of adults (18+) who think it is safe to use beaches, not currently posted with a health warning sign, for swimming or other water sports.

INDICATOR OBJECTIVES:

To reduce communicable disease transmission from waters used for bathing at public beach (MHPSG, 1997)
ANALYSIS CHECK LIST:  None

METHOD OF CALCULATION:  

	# adults (18+) who think it is safe to use beaches for swimming or other water sports (beach_s1=1)

	all adults (18+)


DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  October 23, 2002

  Rapid Risk Factor Surveillance System (RRFSS)

