BIKE HELMETS


MODULE INFORMATION

PURPOSE OF THE MODULE:
Many bicycle-related head and neck injuries can be prevented by the use of bike helmets.  

The purpose of this module is to monitor the use of bike helmets in achieving the provincial objective:  To reduce the rate of injuries caused by cycling crashes that lead to hospitalization or death by 20% by the year 2010 (MHPSG, 1997).


DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  March 5, 2003

MODULE QUESTIONS 
VARIABLE NAME:  bh1

QUESTION:  

Of the children living in your household 5 to 17 years of age, how old is the child who has had the most recent birthday?

Response Options

5 - 17 
enter age of child



9
refused

ANALYSIS ISSUES:

· Asked only of respondents who have at least one child aged 5 to 17 year of age (dc1)

COMPARABILITY TO OTHER SURVEYS:

CCHS (2000/01) Cycle 1.1:  None

NPHS (1996/97):  None 

BRFSS (2000): 
What is the age of the oldest child in your household under the age of 16? 

VALIDITY/RELIABILITY TESTS:  None

COGNITIVE TESTING RESULTS:  None

DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  None
MODULE QUESTIONS 
VARIABLE NAME:  bh2

QUESTION:

During the past 12 months, how often has your child 5-17 years of age worn a bicycle helmet when riding a bicycle: all of the time, most of the time, about half the time, less than half the time, never or almost never?

Response Options
1 all of the time

2 most of the time

3 about half the time

4 less than half the time

5 never or almost never

7
r says child does not ride a bicycle


8
don’t Know



9
refused

ANALYSIS ISSUES:  None

COMPARABILITY TO OTHER SURVEYS:

CCHS (2000/01) Cycle 1.1:  If bicycling was indicated as an activity…Now a few questions about precautions you take while participating in physical activities.  

PG_Q101 - When riding a bicycle how often do you wear a helmet?

NPHS (1996/97):  If bicycling was indicated as an activity…

PA-Q5 - When riding a bicycle how often did you wear a helmet?

BRFSS (2000): 
During the past year, how often has the [fill in age]-year-old child worn a bicycle helmet when riding a bicycle? 

VALIDITY/RELIABILITY TESTS:  None

COGNITIVE TESTING RESULTS:  None

DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  None

MODULE QUESTIONS 
VARIABLE NAME:  bh3

QUESTION:

Of the children living in your household who are 5 to 17 years of age, how old is the child who rides a bicycle most often?

Response Options


5-17 
enter age of child


97
no child rides a bike



9
refused

ANALYSIS ISSUES:
· This question was asked to determine if the prevalence of bike helmet use (bh2 or bh4) varied depending on how the proxy response for one child in the household was determined: most recent birthday (bh1) verses rides most often (bh3).  

· There was no statistical difference in the prevalence of bike helmet used in 2001.  

· This version of the question was removed in 2002.  

COMPARABILITY TO OTHER SURVEYS:

RRFSS (1999):  Identical question

CCHS (2000/01) Cycle 1.1:  None

NPHS (1996/97):  None

BRFSS (2000): 
What is the age of the oldest child in your household under the age of 16? 

VALIDITY/RELIABILITY TESTS:  None

COGNITIVE TESTING RESULTS:  None

DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  None

MODULE QUESTIONS 
VARIABLE NAME:  bh4

QUESTION:  

How often does your child who is 5 to 17 years of age wear a bicycle helmet when riding a bicycle: would you say all of the time, most of the time, about half the time, less than half the time, never or almost never?

Response Options



6
all of the time



7
most of the time

8 about half the time

9 less than half the time

10 never or almost never

7
r says child does not ride a bicycle

8 don’t know

9 refused

ANALYSIS ISSUES:  None

COMPARABILITY TO OTHER SURVEYS:

RRFSS (1999):  Identical question

CCHS (2000/01) Cycle 1.1:  If bicycling was indicated as an activity…Now a few questions about precautions you take while participating in physical activities.

PG_Q101 - When riding a bicycle how often do you wear a helmet?

NPHS (1996/97):  If bicycling was indicated as an activity…

PA-Q5 - When riding a bicycle how often did you wear a helmet?

BRFSS (2000): 
During the past year, how often has the [fill in age]-year-old child worn a bicycle helmet when riding a bicycle? 

VALIDITY/RELIABILITY TESTS:  None

COGNITIVE TESTING RESULTS:  None
DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  None

MODULE INDICATORS

USE OF BIKE HELMETS 

INDICATOR DESCRIPTION: 

% of children (5-17) who ride a bicycle and always wear a bicycle helmet

INDICATOR OBJECTIVES:

To increase bike helmet use in children 

ANALYSIS CHECK LIST:

· No household weight applied

· Exclude from denominator bh2 = 7 (R says child does not ride a bicycle)

METHOD OF CALCULATION:  

	# households with at least one child (5-17) who rides a bicycle and always wears a bike helmet
	*100

	# of households with at least one child (5-17) who rides a bicycle 
	


DATE OF LAST DATA DICTIONARY REVISION:  March 5, 2003

Rapid Risk Factor Surveillance System (RRFSS)


