ETHNICITY 


MODULE INFORMATION

PURPOSE OF THE MODULE:
To provide data on the proportion of the population that reports belonging to a given ethnic or cultural group.


DATE OF LAST REVISION: August 25, 2004
MODULE QUESTIONS
VARIABLE NAME:  ethnic1

QUESTION: 

To what ethnic or cultural group do you belong?

IF NEEDED: "Is your ethnic or cultural background English, French, Polish, Chinese or something else?
Response Options

1
Canadian

25
Italian


49
Sri Lanka

2
Australian

26
Indian        

50
Swedish

3
Austrian     

27
Israeli


51
Tamil

4
Bahamian

28
Jamaican

52
Trinidadian

5
Bangladeshi   

29
Japanese

53
Ukrainian

6
BLACK/African
30
Jewish


54
Vietnamese

7
British       

31
Korean


55
Yugoslavian

8
Chinese

32
Lebanese

56
Welsh

9
Croatian      

33
Macedonian

10
Czech         

34
New Zealand

95
Inuit,Metis

11
Danish        

35
Netherlands      
Aboriginal, Native

12
Dutch


36
Nigerian

13
English

37
Norwegian

0
other (specify)

14
El Salvador

38
Pakistani

98
don’t know

15
Ethiopian

39
Philipino

99
refused

16
French


40
Polish

17
Finnish


41
Portuguese

18
German

42
Russian

19
Greek


43
Scottish

20
Guyanese

44
Serbia

21
Haitian


45
Sikh

22
Holland

46
Somalia

23
Hungarian

47
Slovakian

24
Irish
            
48
Spanish        

ANALYSIS ISSUES:

Up to three other ethnic groups are captured in variables ethnic3, ethnic4, ethnic5 using the above response categories. 

A word file exists for the response category “0”. 

COMPARABILITY TO OTHER SURVEYS:

CCHS (2000/01) Cycle 1.1:  

Although the CCHS queries about the ethnic background of respondents, there is not a question that is comparable to RRFSS.  

The variable SD_Q7 asks:  “People living in Canada come from many different cultural and racial backgrounds.  Are you…” but the response categories are aggregated to 13 options which are not comparable to RRFSS.

Although worded differently, another CCHS ethnicity variable with limited comparability to RRFSS is SD_Q4 which asks: “To which ethnic or cultural group(s) did your ancestors belong?”.  Again, the response options are limited to 19 (compared to the 56 RRFSS response options).  

NPHS (1996/97):  

Ethnicity variables are not available on the Public Use Microdata File (PUMF).  The PUMF does include a derived variable on race or colour (SDC6GRAC), but it dichotomizes respondents into ‘White’ or ‘Other’.  The original variables on which this derived variable are based cannot be accessed on the PUMF.

Ethnicity appears on the Ontario Health Survey (OHS) Share File (as accessed through the Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-term Care ).  The questions SOCIO-Q4 asks:  “To which ethnic or cultural group(s) did your ancestors belong?”.  Each of the 19 response categories appear as single variables ranging from sdc6_4a through to sdc6_4s.  

BRFSS (2002): 

Although the BRFSS queries about the ethnic background of respondents, there is not a question that is comparable to RRFSS.  

Question 12.3 asks:  “Which one or more of the following would you say is your race?”.  There are 9 response options which include:  White, Black or African American, Asian, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, and American Indian, Alaskan Native.

VALIDITY/RELIABILITY TESTS: None

COGNITIVE TESTING RESULTS: None
DATE OF LAST REVISION: February 2, 2004
VARIABLE NAME: ethnic2

QUESTION: 

In addition to being Canadian to what ethnic or cultural group did you, or your ancestors belong on first coming to this continent?

IF NEEDED: "Is your ethnic or cultural background English, French, Polish, Chinese or something else?
Response Options

1
Canadian

25
Italian


49
Sri Lanka

2
Australian

26
Indian        

50
Swedish

3
Austrian     

27
Israeli


51
Tamil

4
Bahamian

28
Jamaican

52
Trinidadian

5
Bangladeshi   

29
Japanese

53
Ukrainian

6
BLACK/African
30
Jewish


54
Vietnamese

7
British       

31
Korean


55
Yugoslavian

8
Chinese

32
Lebanese

56
Welsh

9
Croatian      

33
Macedonian

10
Czech         

34
New Zealand

95
Inuit,Metis

11
Danish        

35
Netherlands      
Aboriginal, Native

12
Dutch


36
Nigerian

13
English

37
Norwegian

0
other (specify)

14
El Salvador

38
Pakistani

98
don’t know

15
Ethiopian

39
Philipino

99
refused

16
French


40
Polish

17
Finnish


41
Portuguese

18
German

42
Russian

19
Greek


43
Scottish

20
Guyanese

44
Serbia

21
Haitian


45
Sikh

22
Holland

46
Somalia

23
Hungarian

47
Slovakian

24
Irish
            
48
Spanish        

ANALYSIS ISSUES:

This question is asked of respondents who reported that they were ‘Canadian’ in ethnic1.

A word file exists for the response category “0”. 

COMPARABILITY TO OTHER SURVEYS:

CCHS (2000/01) Cycle 1.1:  

See notes under ethnic1. 

NPHS (1996/97):  

See notes under ethnic1.

BRFSS (2002): 

See notes under ethnic1.

VALIDITY/RELIABILITY TESTS: None

COGNITIVE TESTING RESULTS: None
DATE OF LAST REVISION: February 2, 2004
MODULE INDICATORS

ETHNICITY 

INDICATOR DESCRIPTION: 

Per cent of the population that reports belonging to a given ethnic or cultural group.  
INDICATOR OBJECTIVES:

To determine ethnic background among adults 18+.

ANALYSIS CHECK LIST: None
METHOD OF CALCULATION:  

	# adults in a given ethnic group

	all adults (18+)


DATE OF LAST REVISION: February 2, 2004

  Rapid Risk Factor Surveillance System (RRFSS)

