MOTHER TONGUE 


MODULE INFORMATION

PURPOSE OF THE MODULE:
To provide data on the distribution of languages spoken by adults.


DATE OF LAST REVISION: August 25, 2004
MODULE QUESTIONS
VARIABLE NAME:  mtongue

QUESTION: 

What is the language you first learned to speak and still understand? 

Response Options
1
English
5
French       

2
Arabic       
6
Greek

3
Mandarin
14
Spanish

34
Bulgarian    
7
Gujarati     
24
Norwegian
43
Swahili

3
Cantonese   
36
Hebrew       
40
Ojibway
24
Swedish

3
Chinese
32
Hindi        
10
Persian (Farsi)44
Swiss

21
Cree        
30
Hungarian
11
Polish

15
Tagalog

4
Croatian
8
Italian

12 
Portuguese
16
Tamil

29
Czech

31 
Japanese
13
Punjabi
45
Turkish

24
Danish       
9
Korean

41
Romanian
23
Ukranian

22
Dutch       
37
Latvian      
19
Russian
17
Urdu

35
Estonian
38
Lebanese
25
Serbian
18
Vietnamese

24
Finnish

33
Macedonian
42
Sign Language27
Welsh

20
German
39
Maltese
26
Somali           
28
Yugoslavian 

97
other (specify)
98 
don't know
99
refused

ANALYSIS ISSUES:

A word file exists for the response category “97”. 

COMPARABILITY TO OTHER SURVEYS:

CCHS (2000/01) Cycle 1.1:  

SD_Q6
What is the language that you first learned at home in childhood and can still understand?

NPHS (1996/97):  

Mother Tongue is not available on the Public Use Microdata File (PUMF).  The PUMF does include a derived variable on the language the respondent can conduct a conversation in (SDC6GLG4), but it is not comparable to Mother Tongue.  The original variables on which this derived variable are based cannot be accessed on the PUMF.

Mother Tongue appears on the Ontario Health Survey (OHS) Share File (as accessed through the Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-term Care ).  The question SOCIO-Q6 asks:  “What is the language that you first learned at home in childhood and can still understand?”.  Each of the 19 response categories appear as single variables ranging from sdc6_6a through to sdc6_6s.

BRFSS (2002): 

This survey does not query about Mother Tongue of the respondent.

VALIDITY/RELIABILITY TESTS: None

COGNITIVE TESTING RESULTS: None
DATE OF LAST REVISION:  February 2, 2004
MODULE INDICATORS

MOTHER TONGUE 

INDICATOR DESCRIPTION: 

Per cent of the population that reports learning a given first language in childhood and still understands it at the time of the interview.  
INDICATOR OBJECTIVES:

To provide information on the distribution of language among adults 18+.

ANALYSIS CHECK LIST: None
METHOD OF CALCULATION:  

	# adults with a given first language

	all adults (18+)


DATE OF LAST REVISION: February 2, 2004

  Rapid Risk Factor Surveillance System (RRFSS)

